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Abstract

In the early centuries of Islam, transmission terms like
haddathani and anba’ ani were replaced by ‘an‘ana to
simplity book production and reduce costs. While this
facilitated knowledge dissemination, it also raised
concerns about the reliability of isnad. This study
examines the validity of ‘an'ana-based hadith and its
impact on riwdya and figh. It explores whether
‘an‘ana ensures an unbroken chain of transmission or
allows for possible disconnection. Using a critical
historical analysis of riwdya literature from the 2nd
to 6th centuries AH, this study identifies four
scholarly positions: (1) Imam Muslim—accepts mere
contemporaneity without tadlis, (2) Imam Bukhari—
requires direct meetings, (3) a stricter view—
demands explicit auditory transmission (sama‘), and
(4) a more lenient approach—requires only prolonged
companionship. The study challenges the dominance
of Imam Bukhari’s position in early Islamic history
and highlights ambiguity in the term ‘an. It concludes
that while ‘an‘ana does not definitively indicate
sama’, its reliability as a transmission method remains
uncertain.  These findings have  significant
implications for the acceptance of ‘an'ana-based
hadith and its application in Islamic scholarship.

Keywords: ‘An, Transmission Terms, Narrators And
Hadith Scholars, 'An‘ana.
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'Abd al-Barr, Abu'Umar. Jami' Bayyan al-'llm wa Fadlih. 1st ed.
Saudi Arabia: Dar Ibn al-Jawzi, 1414 H.Q, 1994 M.

'Abd al-Barr. Jami' Bayyan al-'TIm wa Fadlih.

Abu Hatim, Muhammad. A/-Marasel. Edited by Shukr Allah
Ni'mah Allah Qujani. Ist ed. Beirut: Maktabah al-
Risalah, 1397 H.Q.

Al-'Alai, Salah al-Din. Jami' al-Tahsil Fi Ahkam al-Marasel.
Edited by Hamdi 'Abd al-Majid al-Salafi. 2nd ed. Beirut:
'Alam al-Kutub, 1407 H.Q, 1986 M.

Al-'Amili, Hussein. Wusul al-Akhiyar ila Usul al-Akhbar.
Edited by Abdul Latif al-Kuhakimri. Qom: Matba'at al-
Khayyam.

Al-Amir, Muhammad. Tawdhih al-Afkar Li Ma'ani Tangih al-
Anzar. Edited by Abu 'Abd al-Rahman Salah bin
Muhammad bin 'Uwaydah. Ist ed. Beirut: Dar al-Kutub
al-'llmiyyah, 1417 H.Q/1997 M.

Al-'Asqalani, Ibn Hajar. A/-Nukat ‘ala Kitab Ibn al-Salah. Edited
by Mas'ud 'Abd al-Hamid al-Sadani. 1st ed. Beirut: Dar
al-Kutub al-Tlmiyyah, 1414 H.Q/1994 M.

Al-'Asqalani, Shihab al-Din. Lisan al-Mizan. 2nd ed. Beirut:
Mu'assasat al-A'lamiyy.

Al-'Asqalani. Taghliq al-Ta'liq 'ala Sahih al-Bukhari.

Al-Baghdadi, al-Khatib. Tarikh Madinat al-Salam wa Akhbar
Muhaddithiyha wa Dhikr Qutaniha 'Ulama' Min Ghayr
Ahlaha wa Waridiha. Edited by Bashar 'Awad Ma'ruf. Ist
ed. Beirut: Dar al-Gharb al-Islami, 1422 H.Q, 2002 M.

Al-Baghdadi.  7arikh Madinat  al-Salam wa  Akhbar
Muhaddithiyha wa Dhikr Qutaniha 'Ulama' Min Ghayr
Ahlaha wa Waridiha.

Al-Bayhaqi, Abu Bakr. A/-Madkhal ila al-Sunan al-Kubra.
Edited by Muhammad 'Awamah. 1st ed. Cairo: Dar al-
Yusr li al-Nashr wa al-Tawzi', 1437 H.Q, 2017 M.

Al-Bukhari, Ismail. A/-Tarikh al-Kabir. Diyarbakir: Al-
Maktabah al-Islamiyyah.
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Al-Busti, Muhammad bin Hibban. A/-Majruhina Min al-
Muhaddithin wa al-Dha'afa wa al-Matrukin. Edited by
Mahmoud Ibrahim Zayd.

Al-Daraqutni, Abu al-Hasan. A/-T/lal al-Waridah Fi al-Ahadith
al-Nabiyyah. Edited by Mahfuz al-Rahman Zain Allah
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